
The Salmon Falls River is fed by an ecologically diverse land area 
shared by the states of Maine and New Hampshire, and drains into 
the Great Bay Estuary, a coastal ecosystem of national importance. 
Approximately 28,000 people (including the population centers of 
Berwick, Maine and Somersworth, NH) currently rely on either 
groundwater or surface water in the Salmon Falls watershed to 
provide clean drinking water. The watershed is threatened by 
increases in polluted runoff resulting from rapid population 
growth and conversion of forested land to developed areas. 

The Salmon Falls Watershed Collaborative (SFWC) is an action-
oriented partnership among local, state and federal partners 
working to protect and sustain high quality drinking water in the 
Salmon Falls River watershed. SFWC is not a new organization, but 
rather a network of professionals and citizens committed to clean 
drinking water for the benefit of current and future generations. 
The Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership (PREP) acts as a lead 
convening organization for the Collaborative, as PREP’s guiding 
Management Plan for environmental protection, restoration, and 
monitoring encompasses the entire Salmon Falls watershed in 
addition to the entire New Hampshire coastal zone.

The Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve has led the 
facilitation of the group, the planning of the group’s highly 
successful October 2010 workshop, and the development of a 
drinking water protection action plan for the Salmon Falls 
that was completed in Fall 2011. 

In April 2012, the Salmon Falls Watershed Collaborative was 
honored with the U.S. Water Prize from the Clean Water America 
Alliance. 

Th e  S a l m o n  Fa l l s  Wa t e r s h e d  C o l l a b o r a t i v e

The headwaters of Salmon Falls 
River near Great East Lake forms 
the border between Acton, Maine 
and Wakefield, New Hampshire

The Salmon Falls Watershed Collaborative is committed to 
addressing threats to water quality via the following 
integrated actions: 

Land Conservation and the Protection of Working • 
Farms and Forests 
Improved Land Use Planning Practices and Policies • 
Best Management Practices • 
Education, Training, and Technical Assistance • 

In addition to PREP and the Wells Reserve, the following 
groups are currently active participants in the Collaborative’s 
Steering Committee:

Acton Wakefield Watersheds Alliance• 
Berwick Water District• 
City of Somersworth• 
Granite State Rural Water Association• 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention • 
Maine Non-point Education for Municipal Officials • 
(NEMO)
Maine Rural Water Association• 
New Hampshire DES Drinking Water Source Protection • 
Program 
New Hampshire DES Watershed Assistance Section• 
Salter-Mitchell• 
South Berwick Water District• 
Strafford Regional Planning Commission• 
USDA - Forest Service• 
USDA – Farm Service Agency • 
USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service• 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency • 

For a complete list of participants, current activities, 
and to download the Action Plan go to  

www.prep.unh.edu/sfwc.htm

For more information about the 
Collaborative, or to get involved please 

contact Derek Sowers, PREP Conservation 
Program Manager at  

603-862-2641 or Derek.sowers@unh.edu



 


