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Our group stands in an arc facing out 

from the Laudholm farmhouse. 

Linda Littlefield Grenfell, at the barn end of our line, sweeps her 

left arm across the viewscape, directing seven of us to "Imagine 

no buildings, no roads, no lawns. What did this place look like 

before all this?"

 It takes a moment; it is hard not to think of an elephant. 

Then with a slight turn I look across fields of forbs and long 

grass to the distant border of turning maples and, beyond, an 

indistinct seawater horizon under the sky-blue sky.

 I begin to add trees. Old oaks and pines. Not too many. 

Beneath them the ground is passable. I clear much of the grass, 

keeping its October yellow while drawing what remains into 

scattered bunches. Linda continues.

 "What did it look like when Henry and Ann Boade settled 

here in 1643?"

 I recall a descriptor I've read in an early document: "upland 

meddow." I remove some trees and allow the grasses to fill 

in. Eyes closed, I glance about. What else is here? I know to 

leave out bittersweet and barberry, but what of milkweed and 

goldenrod? Do I have too many trees? Too few? Unsettled 

and unsatisfied, I lift my lids 

and cast a gaze eastward, 

encouraging the barns to 

fade away. In the distance, 

a twisted waterway reveals 

itself winding through salt marsh, in no hurry to reach its 

terminus. As the river roams, I construct a contradiction. The 

oxbows are full and bright blue, but at the mouth I see mud flat 

and a shallow silver river taking a narrow cut through the dune.

 Henry and Ann are nowhere to be seen, but I do attempt 

to people the vision. This program that Linda leads is called 

Wabanaki Wonderings, after all.

 Linda has been imagining these scenes since childhood. 

She told us that when she was growing up along Spinney Creek 

in Eliot, her mother would ruminate about a tribal elder who 

used to come by. She took those stories into the woods and 

entered another time, pretending an aboriginal lifestyle she 

could scarcely comprehend in its fullness. Solitary or with friends 

in the riparian forest, studying leaves, stalking frogs, spying on 

squirrels, tracking woodpeckers, she was doing what she had 

continued on page 6
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Solar to Power Cars

Late October brought two new solar arrays 

to the Laudholm campus. The panels, 

ground mounted behind the Coastal 

Ecology Center, will power three electric 

vehicle charging stations, improved lighting, 

and other outdoor electrical needs. Two 

charging stations should be ready to use in 

the parking lot this fall.

35 Years of Piping Plover Monitoring

Maine had 125 piping plover pairs raise 213 

chicks to fledging age (capable of flight) 

in 2021, surpassing the record-breaking 

2020 breeding season. Laudholm Beach 

supported 4 pairs that fledged 7 young, 

twice the average over the past 35 years.

Freshened Interpretive Trail Signs

Trailside interpretive signs can weather the 

elements for only so long. This summer, we 

replaced signs along the “Salt Marsh Loop” 

that have splintered, faded, and become 

stained since they were installed in 2008.

 The art and content on the new signs 

are mostly identical to the originals, but one 

in particular contains a subtle shift: Invasive 

plant species have been labeled without 

their usual geographic qualifiers.

 Non-native barberry, bittersweet, and 

honeysuckle that bear labels emphasizing 

foreignness can too easily encourage 

cultural stigmas. Our invasive species sign 

still explains where these plants originated 

and some of the detrimental impacts they 

can have in new environments, but it now 

uses neutral names for them.

Seafloor Scientists to Assemble on 
Seacoast

Wells Reserve researchers will be presenting 

at the 50th Benthic Ecology Meeting, to be 

held in Portsmouth early next spring. This 

international meeting attracts scientists who 

focus on many aspects of marine ecology, 

including the rocky intertidal zone, coral 

reefs, seagrass meadows, and other features 

and occupants of the benthos. Abstracts are 

welcomed through January 9.

Beaches Conference Accepting Proposals

If you care about beaches and other 

vulnerable coastlines, you are invited 

to submit a proposal for a presentation, 

field trip, or other forum at The Beaches 

Conference being held at Berwick Academy 

on June 10, 2022. The event, in its 13th 

iteration, fosters the exchange of scientific, 

cultural, and experiential knowledge from 

diverse interests. The deadline for proposals 

is December 13.

flotsam

Detail from “What are Invasive Species?” interpretive sign.
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The paper in this newsletter:
• Contains FSC certified 100% post-

consumer fiber
• Is certified EcoLogo, Processed  

Chlorine Free, and FSC Recycled
• Is manufactured using biogas energy

The Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve is one of 29 reserve sites 
throughout the country. All reserves require local funding to match federal 
grants from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The Wells 
Reserve is the only reserve that receives its match from a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Each year, Laudholm Trust contributes private funds and in-kind 
services to support Wells Reserve operations and capital improvements.

wellsreserve at laudholm

a place to discover
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With quarantines, closures, and travel bans, many of us have been given a bit 

more time over the past 18 months. The fortunate ones among us have taken advantage of 

all that time to delve deeper and stretch wider. 

 Scientists at a research reserve like the Wells Reserve study, among other things, how 

the coast is changing over time: its biology, its geology, even its human communities. The 

ancestors of today’s lobsters, about 480 million years ago, were seven feet long, literal sea 

monsters. While modern American lobsters (Homarus americanus) are a lot smaller, much 

about them remains as mysterious to us as their ancient, gigantic relatives. We don’t know how 

they live their lives at the bottom of our coastal seas, but Drs. Jason Goldstein and Ben Gutzler 

have, with the aid of homemade gadgetry, learned a bit more about what wild lobsters do 

when no one is watching. 

 Reserve educator Linda Littlefield Grenfell took more time this year to share the story of 

Maine’s oldest inhabitants with her explorations into Wabanaki past and present. Maine’s first 

peoples—descendants of whom comprise today’s Abenaki, Penobscot, Passamaquoddy, 

Mi’qmaq, and Maliseet tribes—were stewards of these lands for thousands of years before 

Europeans’ arrival. It has been too easy to lose sight of their history, but Linda dedicated herself 

to bringing their culture and practices into the light at the Wells Reserve.

 Our educators learned about themselves and white-dominated culture while leading 

teenagers in a week-long summer program exploring the nature of the Wells Reserve. 

While the racial struggles of the past year led to an awakening by many to the necessity of 

diversity, equity, and inclusion work, this is not easy work. If it were easy, it would have been 

accomplished long ago. We must have faith that, with effort and time, the arc of the moral 

universe will still bend towards justice.

 These seekers, and others like them among the staff and volunteers at the Wells Reserve, 

continue to make this a place to discover. The pandemic has taken so much, but it also did give 

us the gift of more time.

Time

Nik Charov

President, Laudholm Trust

Chairman, Wells Reserve Management Authority
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research / coastal science

Crustacean CompendiumThe National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System is a network of 
protected areas established for 
long-term research, education, 

and stewardship. This partnership 
program between NOAA and the 
coastal states protects more than 

one million acres of estuarine land 
and water, which provides essential 

habitat for wildlife; offers educa-
tional opportunities for students, 

teachers, and the public; and serves 
as living laboratories for scientists. 

Learn more at nerra.org.

The 29 Sites in the NERR System
ACE Basin, South Carolina

Apalachicola, Florida

Chesapeake Bay, Maryland

Chesapeake Bay, Virginia

Delaware, Delaware

Elkhorn Slough, California

Guana Tolomato Matanzas, Florida

Grand Bay, Mississippi

Great Bay, New Hampshire

He‘eia, Hawai‘i

Hudson River, New York

Jacques Cousteau, New Jersey

Jobos Bay, Puerto Rico

Kachemak Bay, Alaska

Lake Superior, Wisconsin

Mission–Aransas, Texas

Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island

North Carolina, North Carolina

North Inlet/Winyah Bay, South Carolina

Old Woman Creek, Ohio

Padilla Bay, Washington

Rookery Bay, Florida

San Francisco Bay, California

Sapelo Island, Georgia

South Slough, Oregon

Tijuana River, California

Waquoit Bay, Massachusetts

Weeks Bay, Alabama

Wells, Maine

Sea Grant Announces New Support of 
Reserve Lobster Research
On October 28, National Sea Grant 
announced a $134,489 grant to the Wells 
Reserve to investigate environmental 
drivers of egg production and stability in 
ovigerous American lobsters in the Gulf of 
Maine. The new award adds to a reserve 
science program already deeply immersed 
in crustacean research. Find details at 
wellsreserve.org/projects.

Improving Business Practices to Reduce 
Mortality in the Lobster Supply Chain
Featured in the Spring 2021 Watermark and 
recent television broadcasts, this project 
uses mini-computer sensor packages to 
discover where in the supply chain lobsters 
experience the most stress and mortality. 
UMaine leads the project, which is funded 
by the NOAA Fisheries Saltonstall-Kennedy 
Grant Program.

Lobsters and Climate Change
As water warms in the Gulf of Maine, 
lobsters tend to move to deeper, cooler 
offshore waters. This reduces the number 
of eggs and planktonic larvae settling 
on inshore nursery grounds. This study 
explores the causes and consequences 
of movements by sexually mature female 
lobsters and investigates the fate of their 
larvae. Collaborators include Saint Joseph’s 
College, University of New Hampshire, New 
Hampshire Fish & Game, Maine Department 
of Marine Resources, and the University of 
Auckland, New Zealand. Funded by the Sea 
Grant American Lobster Initiative.

Larval Zooplankton Monitoring
The reserve’s long-running larval fish 
monitoring project also collects crustacean 
larvae. The research program recently began 
giving new attention to this coincidental 
data source, which will help determine 
recruitment, dispersal, and changes in 
distribution and abundance of crustaceans. 

Funded by the George and Eleanor Ford 
Research Fund (Laudholm Trust) and the 
NERRS Science Collaborative.

Microplastics and Lobsters
Modern plastics that accumulate in 
estuarine sediments and coastal waters 
can severely affect marine species 
including American lobster. This pilot study 
is developing standards for detecting 
microplastics in adult and juvenile lobsters, 
while examining their chronic health effects. 
Funded by the John Sage Foundation.

Green Crab Acoustic Telemetry and Molt
Researchers are tracking the movements 
and molt patterns of green crabs to 
aid the development and expansion of 
economic markets for this abundant species, 
which could include restaurants, seafood 
wholesalers, retailers, and bait sellers. 
Collaborators include the University of New 
Hampshire, St. Joseph’s College, the Town of 
Wells, and Wells and Ogunquit harvesters. 
Funded by the NOAA Fisheries Saltonstall-
Kennedy Grant Program.

Blue Crab Monitoring
The blue crab is a southern species just 
beginning to move into the Gulf of Maine. 
After a few were detected in 2019 and more 
were found in 2020, researchers began 
trapping in earnest this year to gauge 
abundance and learn how the recent 
immigrant interacts with ecosystems. 
Funded by the George and Eleanor Ford 
Research Fund (Laudholm Trust).

watermark fall 2021
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research / coastal science

Ten years ago, the reserve’s “Changing Landscapes” exhibit brought a sort of retrospective into 

our Visitor Center, a look back at the local landscape spanning 10,000 years. The first room 

depicts the longest and least-known period, all the way from glaciation up to occupation by 

First Peoples and, eventually, early immigrants.

 Through art, audio, models, and descriptive text, a message comes through: People lived 

on this landscape long before explorers and settlers arrived from Europe. 

 Some astute visitors, however, sensed an absence. One of the reserve's environmental 

educators noticed it, too. The more she looked, the more Linda Littlefield Grenfell yearned for 

two more messages: Native people are still here today; this is Wabanaki land.

 To bring the past into the light, Linda began guiding walks to illuminate Indigenous 

history, botany, and lifestyles. Importantly, she sought permission and advice from Wabanaki 

experts, consulting and befriending tribal elders and leaders—Allen Sockabasin, Carol Dana, 

Ken Hamilton, Tim Shay, Chris Sockalexis, historians at Wabanaki REACH, basketmaker Jennifer 

Neptune, and artist and historian James Francis.

 It was in James that Linda found a collaborator. She had noticed that exhibits at the 

Maine Historical Society and the Abbe Museum juxtaposed historic Wabanaki artifacts with 

contemporary artworks. She felt a similar approach would benefit the Wells Reserve, so on a 

canoe trip last summer, Linda asked if James would create artworks to show a historic and current 

New Art Deepens Portrayals in “Changing Landscapes” Exhibit

Wabanaki
…is often translated as “People 
of the First Light” or “People of 
the Dawnland.” The Wabanaki 
Confederacy currently comprises 
five principal nations: the Micmac, 
Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, 
Penobscot, and Abenaki. Traditional 
lands span from modern-day 
Newfoundland in the north to 
Maine in the south and parts of 
Quebec in the west. Although all  
21 million acres of Maine were once 
the domain of the Wabanaki, the 
Tribes now legally own only 0.01% 
of the land in the state.

continued on page 7
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guided us to do today: Exploring her imagination.

 Years later, Linda joined the education team at the reserve, still drawn to nature and still 

intrigued by Indigenous culture. In reading the history of Wells, one particular tale drew her in:

 A child, Tabitha Littlefield, was thought to have been killed during a 1703 Native raid on 

the town, but apparently was taken captive. One account speculated she “liked the wild life 

of the woods” and remained out of touch with her townspeople for many years. One day, the 

story goes, a young woman came to Wells with a party of Wabanaki traders and, while they 

were “bartering and chaffering,” approached a local woman to ask “Do you remember Tabitha 

Littlefield?” She then stole away.

 “I do sometimes romanticize the Native people,” Linda admits. “But Tabitha Littlefield lived 

my fantasy.” 

 The latter-day Littlefield no longer dwells in a questionable childhood construct. She even 

acknowledges reluctance in leading this very tour. “I’m feeling apologetic for being an old white 

lady leading a program on Wabanaki life. Who am I to do this?”

 But Linda lives the quandary and scatters answers through the program. “I feel a deep 

nature connection.” “I have been doing my research.” “I have met and consulted with Wabanaki 

people.” “I always reference where my learning has come from.” “I present all my information with 

integrity and respect.”

 The teaching, when done with such care, is appropriate and necessary. Old white ladies and 

men—young ones too—can carry this burden so Wabanaki people are less imposed upon to 

do so. A trusted Penobscot elder told our leader as much: “Linda, we need you.”

 Our group walks to the edge of the estuary to resume our wondering. “I think this is one 

of the places that looks much as it did 500, 1000 years ago,” Linda tells us, and it’s easy to agree. 

Someone spots an egret on the marsh. To its right lies a large piece of driftwood—the better 

part of a tree, actually—bleached gray and worn smooth. The windswept salt hay is thick and 

bright, complementing nearby beech and maple. A gull cuts the air to our right.

 “I have asked a number of Wabanaki visitors whether their ancestors lived here,” Linda says. 

“They all say the same thing: There would have been summer encampments, but not a permanent 

settlement.” For millenia—or, they would say, since the beginning of time—people have come to 

the coast in the spring, spent summers harvesting fish and shellfish and sweetgrass, then taken a 

cue to move back inland, often far upriver, to pass winters in protective forest.

 A hundred crows burst out of the marsh where just a few had been standing, alert to our 

presence but biding time. The flock is raucous and aswirl, coalescing around a woodland hawk 

that wandered out of its element. The 

commotion pulls us back into the present, 

where we begin an abbreviated discussion 

of rights, responsibilities, and unjust laws.

 Our time is up for today, but Linda 

pitches a parting thought: “One good way 

to start being allies,” she concludes, “is to 

protect the resource.”  SR

Linda Littlefield Grenfell uses  
artwork by James E. Francis, Sr. to 

focus discussion during a Wabanaki 
Wonderings walk this fall. The art 

is new to the Changing Landscapes 
exhibit in the Visitor Center.

Sweetgrass
Anthoxanthum nitens or

Hierochloë odorata
is a fragrant, perennial grass with 

long, satiny leaves. It is used by 
Wabanaki and other Indigenous 

peoples as a basket material, scent, 
medicine, or smudge. The plant 

is listed in the Wells Reserve’s Site 
Profile as Anthoxanthum odoratum, 

sweet vernal grass.

continued from page 1
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cottontailrelease

On September 30, four New England cottontail rabbits joined 

the small but expanding population at the Wells Reserve. 

Two cottontails get acquainted with their new 

surroundings. Sue Bickford, retiring stewardship director, 

opens one of the transport cages to release a cottontail. Sue 

led the reserve’s early-succession habitat (“rabbitat”) efforts 

for some 20 years.

Wabanaki presence in the place now known as the Wells Reserve. James 

assented. The result: Two pencil and ink drawings now hanging in the first 

room of Changing Landscapes.

 “The Sweetgrass Camp” portrays a summer encampment where 

sweetgrass is harvested and dried for basketmaking. The picture of 

this vital practice shows tools, techniques, and a vista that may appear 

familiar to today's reserve visitors.

 “kistolo” incorporates images inspired by the career of James 

Francis’s relative Joe Ranco, a renowned canoe maker and guide who 

worked throughout York County in the early 20th century.

 Linda now uses the two pieces to ground certain walks. They 

represent a living past with a connected present, providing a refreshed 

point of departure for Wabanaki wonderings.

 One day, the reserve may offer formal land acknowledgements in its exhibits, across 

the site, and within programs. That work will best proceed in careful and conscientious 

collaboration with Wabanaki colleagues. We will earn the right to state “this is Wabanaki land“ 

only at the speed of knowledge and trust.  NC, SR

Detail from “kistolo” by James E. 
Francis, Sr. The artwork depicts 
scenes from the life of Joe Ranco, a 
Wabanaki canoe builder and guide.

continued from page 5
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education / environmental learning

Early in their summer vacation, nine new Mainers from Portland High School elected to 

commute to Wells for a week filled with outdoor discoveries. Their teacher, who had led a field 

trip here in 2019 and joined our Teachers on the Estuary workshop in 2020, was eager for his 

students to enjoy a longer learning opportunity at the reserve. 

 The teens stayed busy every day. They hiked, kayaked, created, inspected, and considered. 

From catbirds to crabs and from oaks to odonates, they got the kind of up-close, hands-on 

experience that has always been the hallmark of reserve education programs. For their leaders, it 

was also something new; it was the first time the reserve had hosted a high school group for an 

extended camp. Based on the campers’ comments, the week was a big success…

 “I loved it here! The animals, flowers, the birds — I would do this again!”

 “I did an activity I never imagined I could do. I was so scared, but it was so enjoyable.”

 While education staff and a few key volunteers organized and led the program, they were 

grateful to receive assistance from selected guest presenters. The Biodiversity Research Institute, 

York County Audubon, and Coast Encounters each added expertise.

 After the action-packed 

week, education staff took 

time to reflect on successes 

and shortcomings. They 

realized the program’s value 

went two ways—campers 

learned from leaders, yes, but 

the leaders were prompted to 

reconsider some of their usual 

assumptions.

 This group of campers 

brought varied notions of what 

it means to be outdoors and 

connecting with nature; their worldviews—formed for some in El Salvador, Somalia, Angola, 

or the Democratic Republic of the Congo—added depth to the program and broadened 

their leaders’ perspectives. Activities such as “kayaking” and “birding” were novel to some of the 

campers, and they did not see the landscape, or certain plants and animals, through the same 

lens as the typical reserve camper. The experience encouraged educators to contemplate 

approaching all future camps from new angles.

 The unique camp was funded by the Tenny Donnelley Fund at the Maine Community 

Foundation, with additional support from Laudholm Trust’s Richardson Lifelong Environmental 

Learning Fund. L.L. Bean gifted binoculars to each student.

Students and Leaders Gain New Perspective in Camp for New Mainers

Education docents engage visitors of 
all ages, inspiring an appreciation of 

nature and history. Our welcoming and 
dedicated docent community invites 

you to join them! All training and 
materials will be provided. 

Contact Lynne Benoit-Vachon 
207-646-1555 ext 118 
lvachon@wellsnerr.org 

Volunteer Opportunity

watermark fall 2021
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training / collaborative learning

Collaborative Learning Pioneer Recognized by Research Federation
Dr. Christine Baumann Feurt, director of the reserve’s Coastal Training 

Program, has received the Margaret A. Davidson Award for Stewardship 

from the Coastal & Estuarine Research Federation (CERF). The award 

describes Dr. Feurt as “a visionary social scientist who has helped to 

integrate the human dimensions into coastal management.” Chris 

accepted her award at the national CERF meeting on November 1.

 CERF cited Chris’s “strong commitment to bringing scientists, 

practitioners, and community members together to protect the 

qualities of coasts and estuaries that they value.” It praised her expertise 

in stakeholder engagement, training design, collaborative learning, and 

environmental communication.

 Chris credited the Wells Reserve staff and National Estuarine Research 

Reserve System as essential to her success in coastal management.

 In 2002, Chris developed the reserve’s Coastal Training Program 

and rapidly became a national leader in the research reserve network. 

She developed a curriculum for engaging stakeholders in collaborative 

science and wrote the Collaborative Learning Guide for Ecosystem Management. She facilitated 

formation of the Salmon Falls Watershed Collaborative, which received the U.S. Water Prize in 

2012, and has been crucial to the success of the Saco Watershed Collaborative.

 CERF’s stewardship award recognizes people who demonstrate extraordinary leadership, 

service, innovation, and commitment to the management of estuarine and coastal systems.

The Saco River is a favorite for fishing, 

floating, and frolicking. It’s also a drinking 

water supply for about 250,000 residents. 

It’s one of the cleanest major rivers in New 

England and folks want to keep it that way.

 Five years ago, citizens with a range 

of perspectives, but united in their caring 

for the river, attended a workshop with an 

aspirational title: “Testing the Waters for 

Collaborative Partnerships to Sustain the 

Saco.” They were enthusiastic, and within 

months the Saco Watershed Collaborative 

was created “to increase the collective 

impact of a stewardship network by 

working strategically on shared goals.”

 Dr. Christine Feurt, dividing her time 

Sustaining the Saco Calls for Community

Wells Perspective at 
National Workshop
Jeremy Miller, Wells Reserve 
research associate, was an invited 
speaker at the Coastal & Estuarine 
Research Federation’s meeting in 
November. Jeremy joined the panel 
“Field Methods–Tools, Techniques, 
and Innovations,” contributing 
information on the System-wide 
Monitoring Program, Sentinel Sites, 
larval fish monitoring, the Marine 
Invasives Monitoring and Information 
Collaborative, and other projects.
 The workshop focused 
on intertidal biodiversity, with 
presentations and panels centered 
around field methods, challenges 
of staffing and program continuity, 
and data quality, aggregation, and 
synthesis.

between the Wells 

Reserve and the 

University of New 

England, was 

pivotal to the 

endeavor. Her 

application of collaborative learning 

in the region had begun more than 5 years 

earlier, setting the stage for the formal 

network to take hold.

 This summer, through a dozen field 

trips, workshops, and webinars, participants 

explored habitats, discussed issues, and 

assessed solutions to a variety of challenges 

in the watershed, from North Conway to 

Biddeford. Learn more at sustainthesaco.org.

EMILY GREENE

Dr. Christine Baumann Feurt
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Dr. Peter Jameson
Jan Jones
Charlene Kohn
David Muller
Russ & Phyllis Simm
Tanya Elizabeth Sindeband
Dr. Paul & Mary Sweet
Tony Viehmann
Meredith “Marty” Walton

Lynne M. & James R. Burrow
 John Deere tractor
Dennis & Becky Byrd
 Grizzly shaper and accessories
L.L. Bean
 binoculars for camp program

Justin Finnegan
Stephen Mark Fisher
Lisa Foisy
Nola Foote
Brit Fox-Hover
James Francis & Jennifer Neptune
Nick & Allie Garber
Laura & William Glidden
Charles Grunder & Amy Stewart
William Hamilton
Kevin Harty, Jr. & Family
Anita Haskell
Michelle Hayward
Sara Heiberger & Jeffrey Sawyer
Anne Helm & Rob O’Brien
Judy Hepner
Kathy Hill
Daniel Hoey
Catherine Jaffe
Laura Jaquays
Laura Jefferson
Rebecca Johnson
Janet, Andrew, Liam & Ryan Kelly
Ellen & Maura Kelly & 
 Emma Kelly-Wiseman
Sally Kennedy
Norman King & Ric Ustler
Jan King
Jake Landry & Sharyn Flesher
Debbie & Mike Lane
Richard & Hollis Laprade
Steven Lariviere
Steve & Dee Lawrence
Brian Lee
Lise LeTellier
Brian Leung
Carol & Nik Love
Kimberly Lowell & Stefan Goulding
Eric Lucas
Rebecca & John Lyons
Carol MacAllister
Charles Mahoney
Claudia Marra
Emerson & Barbara Mayo
Kevin & Andrea McCarthy
Wendy McGrath
Jami L. McIntyre
Cheryl Meachen
Melanie Meier & Ben England
Sharon & William Meyers
Kathy Millet
Patricia Mitchell
Eli Mokas
Deb Moore
Avery Moore
Anne Morrissey
Gail Morrissey
Kevin Mulcahy

A Warm Welcome to New Members of Laudholm Trust

Business Members

Remembering… Celebrating…

In-kind Contributions

for gifts received between May 1 and October 15, 2021

Katherine Murdough
John & Mary Naples
Diane Napolitano
David Nelson
Claudia Newbold
Lisa Niedenfuhr
Suzanne & Chris Nobile
Adrienne Noble
William & Carol O’Connell
James, Monique & Christine Odom
Edward Oleynick
Mary O’Malley
Jeff & Linda Onnen
Kristine Paulsen
Firooza Pavri
Sarah Piatek
Cody Pierce
Laurie Pocher
Steve & Karen Proulx
Shirley Proulx
Stephen Pye & Emily Daly
Judy Quinby
Jen Reardon & Family
Spencer Reed
Alissa Reicherter
Valerie Reid & Bob Danzilo
Catherine Rizos
Stacy-Ann Robinson
Hannah Rola
Kristie & Anthony Romano
Rebecca Rowe
Erica Ryland
Gretchen Salm
Donna M. San Antonio
Susan Sanderson
James & Lynn Santerre

Will & Tanja Shaffer
Catherine Shaps
Elizabeth T. Shoch
Larry Smith
Maggie L. Smith
Denise Spina & Mitch Sparrow
Laima Sruoginis
Mary Jo Stanley
Brenda Sullivan
Kristin G. Sweeney
Lisa Sypek
Richard & Cheryl Talbot
Paul & Karen Tamul
Phil & Jessie Tanner
Moira Taylor
Nancy Templeton
Beverly Thorpe
William T. Tolley
Dianne Turpin
JoAnn Upham
Richard & Marian Valeri
Annarie & Andre Van Coesant
Gary & Denise Walton
Carrie Weeman
Bethann Welch
Nancy Wetzel
Jennifer Whetzel
John Whiting
Melissa Williams
Richard & Suzanne Wing
Tara Wrobel
Deborah Wyman
Mary Zarba & Mark Truman



This condensed information has been derived from draft financial statements. Upon completion, reviewed 
financial statements for the Wells Reserve and Laudholm Trust will be available online and in our offices.

wellsreserve

laudholmtrust

Stewardship 
and Conservation

$216,041 (13%)

Facilities and Administration 
$429,388 (26%)

Research and Monitoring
$454,504 (28%)

Education 
and Training

$408,910 (25%)

Capital Investments
$115,128 (7%)

*excludes depreciation

Expenses

Government Grants
$1,058,557 (64%)

Operating Income, 
Contributions, 
Other Grants

$196,312 (12%)
Contributions from 

Laudholm Trust
$408,311 (25%)

Revenues

Donations
$224,112 (26%)

Income from Trusts 
and Endowments

$266,974 (31%)

Memberships
$139,056 (16%)

Events and Gift Shop (net)
$26,975 (3%)

Grants
$153,600 (18%)

Revenues

* excludes gains on investments and trusts

(draft) FY 2021 Financial Report July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

Contributions 
to Wells Reserve
$408,311 (55%)

Laudholm Trust 
Salaries and Benefits

$275,718 (37%)

Professional Fees
$26,292 (4%)

Non-Personnel Services
$34,618 (5%)

Expenses

Wells Reserve Mission: To understand, protect, and restore coastal 
ecosystems of the Gulf of Maine through integrated research, 
stewardship, environmental learning, and community partnerships.

Laudholm Trust Mission: To raise financial and community support for 
the Wells Reserve at Laudholm and Maine’s coastal environment.

Total* $875,034 Total $744,939

Total* $1,623,971Total $1,663,180

Small Business Administration 
Payroll Protection Program

$64,317 (7%)



2022
 TBA ART IN THE COASTAL ECOLOGY CENTER

 6/10 THE BEACHES CONFERENCE

 TBA LAUDHOLM LIVE! SUMMER CONCERTS

 9/10-11 LAUDHOLM NATURE CRAFTS FESTIVAL

 10/1 PUNKINFIDDLE

Site Rentals generate 
 essential revenue. 
Book now for 2023.

GENEVE HOFFMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

We successfully hosted 12 weddings, plus one outdoor-only ceremony, between May and October 2021.


