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Our quest to make the Wells Reserve at Laudholm a model 

for energy efficiency calls for small steps and giant leaps. Over 

the past year we have made steady progress on incremental 

improvements: modernizing thermostats, installing efficient 

water heaters, cutting back electricity use, closing the Visitor 

Center for the winter. In late March we took the great leap; we 

jumped with both feet into the world of power generation.

 Today, 142 shiny new solar panels rest on the roof of our 

laboratory, the Maine Coastal Ecology Center. The system is 

expected to produce about 42,000 kilowatt-hours of clean, 

renewable energy every year. When the sun is shining, the 

building’s lights and lab equipment will draw what they need, 

while any extra production will feed back to the grid and create 

a credit on our account. The system should save the reserve 

$5,000 to $6,000 annually, while offsetting about 54,000 pounds 

of carbon emissions. 

 This new photovoltaic system will produce 35 percent of 

our electrical energy needs. It began operating on March 29 and 

has already generated more than $1,800 worth of electricity.
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Workers install solar panels on the roof of the Maine Coastal Ecology Center.

 And that’s just the start.

 Thanks to a competitive 

proposal from ReVision Energy 

and alternative-energy rebates 

from Efficiency Maine, we were 

able to secure a final price well below our original project 

budget. Savings on the ecology center installation, along with 

rebate funds, allowed us to expand our generating capacity 

with an additional installation. The second array was installed 

in June on the front-facing roof of the Alheim Commons, our 

dormitory on Laudholm Farm Road. This solar array should 

generate another 16,000 kilowatt-hours of power, which will 

have a huge impact on the 20-bed dormitory’s electric bill.

 These projects complement our environmental mission, 

shrink our carbon footprint, and halve our electricity costs. We 

are now “importing” less energy and producing more on site, 

adopting principles of sustainability on a new level.

 Our 5-year goal is to produce 100% of our electrical energy 
continued on page 7

“Farming” Sunshine: Flipping the Switch to Solar
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completedprojects
Grasslands Maintained with Fire

Maintaining open and healthy grasslands 

for wildlife is made simpler when fire can 

be used as a management tool. It had been 

4 years since our last controlled burns, so 

when conditions were right in late April a 

fire crew set two large fields ablaze to mimic 

nature’s process.

 Burning fields keeps shrubs at bay and 

encourages fire-adapted plants. Native 

bunchgrasses and wildflowers have been 

almost entirely displaced by non-native 

species, but by burning suitable areas we 

encourage them to return.

Seeing the Forest and the Trees

This spring, 15 more evergreen trees were 

added to the visual buffer between our 

winding entry road and adjacent private 

residences, allowing our historic and natural 

landscape some visual separation from nearby 

contemporary homes. The new plantings join 

several trees planted in 2011, most of which 

have adjusted well to their new surroundings.

 Not far away, two young American 

chestnut trees were planted in front of the 

Laudholm farmhouse. These saplings were 

ceremonially watered on Arbor Day, April 

26. These are hybrids, which resist the blight 

that nearly wiped out the once abundant 

chestnut across the eastern United States. 

We also plan to plant several non-hybrid 

chestnuts in the Yankee Woodlot demon-

stration forest this spring. This project was 

funded by a Project Canopy grant from the 

Maine Forest Service.

 Sponsoring tree plantings is a popular, 

natural way to honor loved ones. See page 11 

for details.

Merriland River Parcel Protected

The reserve and the Town of Wells have 

protected another key property in the Mer-

riland River watershed. The 61-acre Highpine 

parcel features forested wetlands, vernal 

pools, and the headwater streams of the 

Merriland River. This undeveloped tract has 

100 feet of frontage on the Sanford Road 

(Route 109) and is nestled into the 700-acre 

Fenderson Wildlife Commons, a designated 

town conservation area. It adds to one of 

the largest blocks of unfragmented conser-

vation land in southern Maine. The purchase 

was partially funded by the NOAA Coastal 

and Estuarine Land Conservation Program.

Stream Barrier Inventory

For 3 years, our research team has been 

surveying local waterways — Kennebunk 

River, Shoreys Brook, Merriland River, Branch 

Brook, Little River — for barriers that prevent 

migratory fish from swimming upstream. 

Their findings — and materials from a 

“stream-smart” workshop hosted by the 

reserve in November — are now available at 

wellsreserve.org/barriers.

 Once stream barriers are documented, 

the reserve works with road managers to iden-

tify ways to improve stream ecology. In some 

cases, not only can fish be helped, but long-

term road maintenance costs can be reduced. 

This project has been funded in part by a grant 

from the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund.

continued on page 9
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nik’snotebook: Giants Walk Among Us

The Wells Reserve at Laudholm is one of 28 National Estuarine Research Reserve sites through-
out the country. All reserves require local funding to match federal grants from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The Wells Reserve is the only reserve that receives 

its match from a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Each year, Laudholm Trust contributes private 
funds and in-kind services to support Wells Reserve operations and capital improvements.

Laudholm Trust Board of Trustees
Bruce Read, Chairman
Kelli Gardner, Vice Chairman and Clerk
Dennis Byrd, Treasurer
Jennifer Arps, Secretary
Leslie Roberts, Secretary
Scott Anderson
Susan Benson
Joanne Conrad
Charlie Gaylord
Dr. David Johnson
George Lambert
Mark Mueller
Kim Vieira
Hans Warner

Honorary Trustees
Doris Adams-Nunnemacher
Cynthia Daley
Tim Dietz
George W. Ford II
Lily Rice Kendall Hsia
Walt Leffler
Rebecca Richardson

Wells Reserve Management Authority
Nik Charov, Chairman
 President. Laudholm Trust
Daniel Belknap, Ph.D.
 Professor, Department of Earth Sciences
 University of Maine
RIchard Clark
 Member, Board of Selectmen
 Town of Wells
 Ward Feurt
 Refuge Manager
 Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge
Thomas Morrison
 Director of Operations, Division of Parks and Lands
 Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and  
 Forestry
Kathleen Leyden (ex-officio)
 Director, Maine Coastal Program
 Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and  
 Forestry
Laurie McGilvray (ex-officio)
 Chief, Estuarine Reserves Division
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Partners in research, education, stewardship, and preservation.
What’s happening with the Wells 

Reserve at Laudholm? Sign up for 

Monthly Updates sent by email, 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on 

Twitter, and subscribe to our blog. 

Laudholm members can expect 

Watermark twice a year, in spring 

and fall, and other occasional 

“snail” mailings.

This July marks my one-year anniversary as Trust president. I’ve spent four seasons ranging 

across the landscape here, digging into its history, and getting to know the local community, 

staff, and donors. If the first year has been one of looking inward and to the past, then the 

second (and 3rd, 4th, 5th, etc.) will be more for 

looking at the present and into the future.

 “If I have seen further it is by standing on 

the shoulders of giants,” wrote the apple-headed 

Newton. The giants here, I quickly learned, are 

the staff, the volunteers, and members and 

donors who make this place possible. (And 

let’s hear it for the federal government, too, oft-

maligned by some but so integral to all that we 

do here.)

 Two more giants this year: Frances Goodwin 

loved this place and our research and education 

programs. A longtime volunteer, Fran passed 

away in 2010 at 93, but not before remember-

ing the Laudholm Trust in her will. Through her 

foresight and generosity, this just-concluded 

fiscal year, my experiment-filled first, was secure and stable. Another great friend of the Reserve’s, 

former Laudholm Trust Board chair Alden Cheever, passed away in April at 92. He courted his wife 

on Laudholm Beach, honeymooned on Drakes Island, and returned to help build this place in the 

mid-90’s into what you discover today.

 Thank you, Fran and Alden. You are two humble giants among the many who have left their 

marks on the Wells Reserve at Laudholm. (Follow their lead; make your own mark. See page 11.)
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education / environmental learning

Inspiring Response to Silent Spring Essay Contest
The response to our Silent 

Spring 50th Anniversary Essay 

Contest, offered in partner-

ship with Rachel Carson 

National Wildlife Refuge, was 

overwhelmingly positive, with 

257 seventh grade students 

from 24 schools across the 

state participating. The judges 

were impressed with the writ-

ing talent and environmental 

awareness of so many entrants, 

but four winners stood out: 

Nick Prato from Frank Harrison Middle School, Yarmouth; Drake Janes from Adams School, Cas-

tine; and Crystal Bell and Samantha McIntyre from Holbrook Middle School, Holden. An excerpt 

from the grand prize winner is at left. Read all winning entries at wellsreserve.org/silentspring.

Karrie Schwab from Rachel Carson NWR and the reserve’s Suzanne Kahn 
Eder award Nick Prato (Frank Harrison Middle School, Yarmouth) with the 
grand prize in the Silent Spring essay contest for Maine 7th graders.

Nature. The vast, perplexing world that 

is always hopping with life. From the 

trees in our backyard, to the waving grass 

on a prairie, nature will always exist. As 

a whole, that is. All the trees, the sun, 

the dirt, the plants, the animals, and 

everything else on the planet, depend 

on each other, including human beings. 

There can't be only one tree, or only one 

flower. It wouldn't be there without 

all the elements of nature. They are all 

interconnected. Nature, in my opinion, is 

like a piece of music.

A piece of music is made up of multiple 

notes. High notes, low notes, and notes 

in between. Long notes, short notes, and 

notes in between. Loud notes, quiet notes, 

and notes in between. Quiet to loud, and 

loud to quiet, but all the different types of 

notes have one thing in common. When 

they work together, they create a song, or 

even a symphony, which could never be 

created with only one note. If one note is 

taken off the piece of music, it affects the 

entire piece.

"In nature, nothing exists alone." Those 

are Rachel Carson's words…

Read the rest of Nick Prato’s essay, and 

those of the three other winners, at  

wellsreserve.org/silentspring

honors
Dr. Christine Feurt received the 

2012 NERRS/NERRA Award for 

Outstanding Contributions to the 

National Estuarine Research Reserve 

System. Chris was recognized for 

her work in developing a nationally 

respected Coastal Training Program, 

for advancing a collaborative 

approach to solving coastal issues, 

and for her leadership within the 

reserve system.

 Suzanne Kahn Eder travels to Svalbard, Norway, as we go to press with this issue. 

Suzanne will see Arctic landscapes, wildlife, and culture as a Lindblad Expeditions National 

Geographic Grosvenor Teacher Fellow. During her voyage, led by an expert expedition 

team, Suzanne will gain a wealth of knowledge for developing new education programs 

to share with reserve visitors and professional colleagues.

Silent Spring Essay Contest
winning entry by Nick Prato

watermark
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A Botanist’s Perception of Time by Thomas Rawinski, guest blogger, June 6

The mossy bog is a really neat area — anthropogenically created and 

maintained, of course, but the element of time comes into play. That 

plant community has been developing for the better part of 200 years. 

Being situated near the coast, and under the influence of a maritime 

climate, your mossy bog displays some distinctive floristic affinities — 

plants like holy grass and Baltic rush just don’t occur in similar boggy 

wetlands away from the coast. Similarly, the small reed-grass, which is 

a southern species, can grow there, very close to its northern range limit, likely because of the 

moderated climate. Too often we don’t appreciate enough the role that anthropogenic habitats 

play in the maintenance of biodiversity.

Mulkey’s Call to Action by Suzanne Kahn Eder, May 28

 Concentrations of carbon dioxide are now higher than they have been in the past four 

million years, and the rate of carbon dioxide increase is faster than at any time in the past 

65 million years. The Gulf of Maine is now experiencing 150-year record high ocean tem-

peratures. The pace of ecological change is accelerating and communities, ecosystems, and 

biomes will fundamentally change with many species going extinct.

 Stephen Mulkey [President of Unity College] stressed that it is an ethical obligation to 

implement sustainable practices and prepare our students with a solutions-based approach. He 

asked us all, “Will you be able to look in the mirror and say, ‘I did the best I could’?”

A Spring Tale by Scott Richardson, April 25

 I happened to glance down at the boardwalk a few planks away and registered a whole lot 

of movement. In a moment I realized that hundreds — no, thousands — of itty bitty jumping 

bugs were teeming over the area. A quick check of my food and clothes calmed fears of an 

infestation, then I gave my full attention to the easily overlooked swarm.

 Springtails, I thought, since I know the so-called “snow fleas” are very tiny and tend to 

sproing unpredictably. I reversed my binoculars to get a magnified view, but quickly knew a 

close-up was going to be impossible. Instead, I concentrated on capturing a few snapshots of 

their sheer abundance.

Who Let the Dogs Out by Nik Charov, June 7

 We can relax on the trails here. This place is safe. Our boys are free to be free. They’re also 

free to encounter the smaller, quieter, subtler nature this place is home to. When we walk 

through the forest, dog-less, we see more, we hear more. Dogs, wonderful as they are, can push 

wilder nature back; here at the Reserve, they don’t. Case in point: I had to stop my car on our 

entrance road last week so three preening tom turkeys, each almost the size of a dishwasher, 

could cross slowly in front of me.

education / environmental learning

Mossy Bog, CO2, Jumping Bugs, and Pups: Excerpts from The Wrack

The Wrack is our collective 
logbook on the web. There you 
will find more than 500 articles 
on myriad topics, all tied to these 
two thousand acres of protected 
coastal land and the yesteryear 
cluster that lends them identity.
 Why “The Wrack”? In its 
cycles of ebb and flow, the sea 
transports a melange of weed, 
shell, bone, feather, wood, rope, 
and trash from place to place, then 
deposits it at the furthest reach 
of spent surf. This former flotsam 
is full of interesting stuff for any-
body who cares to kneel and take 
a look. Now and then, the line of 
wrack reveals a treasure.

wellsreserve.org/blog



One among many Stanford alumni 

who put their backs into their work.

Spiffed • Up

Dave, Susan, and Mike from Kennebunk Savings were among the ditch diggers in the All-Seasons Garden.

A willow given in honor of young Willa P as part of 

Laudholm Trust’s new celebration-tree program.



7summer 2013  volume 30 issue 1

on-site. This first phase starts us on the road to energy independence and models how capital 

investment can assist organizations wishing to walk the sustainable talk.

 Funding for these energy upgrades came from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, the Mattina R. Proctor Founda-

tion, the Davis Conservation Foundation, and 

individual trustees and donors to Laudholm 

Trust — thank you. The solar installations were 

completed by ReVision Energy.

 To see more solar photos and check 

out our real-time solar energy tracker, go to 

wellsreserve.org/solar.

 Every day from now on, even when it’s 

cloudy, we will harvest free energy from the sky 

and put it to work, making this 17th century 

farm even more of a 21st century center for 

science, education, and conservation.

Geoff Sparrow of ReVision Energy joins Paul Dest 
and Nik Charov on the porch of the ecology center 
for a ceremonial switching on of our new solar 
array at the Spring Spiff Up on May 18.

Farming Sunshine, continued from page 1

First Spring Spiff-Up Brings Stars to Make it Shine

stewardship / building community

Trail Stewards and Rangers
Wells Reserve Trail Stewards adopt part of a 
trail to maintain during the growing season. 
They clip back invasive plants and other foliage 
regularly. Rangers walk the trails on weekends 
and holidays from spring to fall, providing 
assistance to visitors and monitoring trails.

Parking Attendants
From now till Columbus Day, our friendly greeters 
welcome visitors, accept and record admission 
fees, and share information about activities from 
the cool serenity of the Welcome Hut.

Maintenance Volunteers
Mowing, building, fixing, trimming, painting, 
good company, and good humor are in store. 
John Speight, facility manager, welcomes any-
one willing to work 1 to 3 mornings a week.

Mailings & Clerical Help 
Are you extra organized and a people person? 
We often need help with mailings small and 
large. Ideally, you would be willing to take 
charge of occasional mailings to make sure they 
go without a hitch. It’s not nonprofit without 
envelope stuffing!

Special Events
Would you like to be involved in event 
planning or be available to help on the day? 
We can find you a job you will enjoy. If you 
already have volunteered at any event, rest 
assured we will be calling you again!

Talk with Nancy Viehmann, Director of 
Volunteer Programs
Call 207-646-1555 ext 118
Whatever your talent – ease with people, ability 
in a trade, comfort with technology, or even great 
penmanship – we can find a place for you!

volunteerneeds

We welcomed a great crew of volunteers for our first Spring Spiff Up on the morning of May 18. Folks from 
near and far, some old friends and some new, pitched in to dig ditches and dandelions, plant trees and 
flowers, and paint fences and walls. After a busy and beautiful few hours, some went on their way, while 
others headed to the beach or into the woods. Thanks, one and all!
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Being aware of the latest research is essential to those who do science. One of the best ways 

for reserve staff to stay up-to-date is by attending conferences, especially when they’re fo-

cused on estuaries.

 The New England Estuarine Research Society (NEERS; not to be confused with NERRS – see 

sidebar) holds meetings that are the perfect match for Wells and the other New England reserves; 

the society presents one or two conferences each year for scientists and managers working in 

estuaries and coastal areas. Our research staff has been speaking and presenting posters at these 

meetings for years. In fact, Wells hosted NEERS conferences in both 1992 and 1997.

 At this spring’s NEERS meeting, held in Portland, the society honored the late Dr. Michele 

Dionne through a special symposium. The half-day session featured talks by scientists with a 

spectrum of professional and personal connections to Michele, whose own interests ranged 

across many disciplines.

 More than 100 people attended the symposium, which began with Reserve Director Paul 

Dest offering a brief retrospective of Michele’s career and describing her as energetic, pas-

sionate, and determined. Paul was followed by seven scientists — geologist, botanist, isotope 

geochemist, and paleo-ecologist among them. Each of them took a moment to recall Michele, 

so we present both their talk titles and brief memories (in order of appearance).

Daniel Belknap (University of Maine) — 
Salt Marsh Records of Holocene Sea-Level 
Change in Maine
Michele was supportive of university students 
right from the start and served on the committees 
of several graduate students from UMaine.

Dave Burdick (University Of New 
Hampshire) — Recent Accretion and 
Subsidence Rates within High Marshes of 
Northern New England
Michele was a valued collaborator for many 
years.

Gail Chmura (McGill University) — What We 
Should Know Before Marketing Blue Carbon
Michele was a collaborator and friend (and her 
daughter Ciara’s art was incorporated into this 
presentation).

Keryn Bromberg Gedan (University of 
Maryland) — Historical and Present Changes 
in Salt Marsh Plant Community Structure
Michele offered guidance during forb-panne 
mapping on the salt marsh.

Tin Smith with Jacob Aman (Wells NERR) — 
Restoring Fish Passage to a Tributary of the 
Salmon Falls River
“Michele was a dedicated estuarine ecologist, 
but she didn’t mind fresh water. She’d ask ‘Is 
there habitat for anadromous fish?’”

Karen Alexander (University of New 
Hampshire) — Historical Change in New 
England’s Coastal Ocean
Michele suggested the NERR System as a 
resource for advancing the team’s work.

Bev Johnson (Bates College) — Enhanced 
Importance of Nutrients Derived from 
Eelgrass in Nearshore Food Webs between 
5000 and 400 Years Ago, Penobscot Bay, Gulf 
of Maine
Michele was a great connection for a desert 
scientist arriving in Maine from stints in South 
Africa and Australia.

research / coastal science

Symposium for Dionne at New England Estuary Conference

Holding a special symposium in Michele’s 

honor was suggested by Dr. Susan Adamowicz 

of Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge.

The National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System is a network of 
protected areas established for 
long-term research, education, 

and stewardship. This partnership 
program between NOAA and the 
coastal states protects more than 

one million acres of estuarine land 
and water, which provides essential 

habitat for wildlife; offers educa-
tional opportunities for students, 

teachers, and the public; and serves 
as living laboratories for scientists. 

The 28 Sites in the NERR System
ACE Basin, South Carolina

Apalachicola, Florida

Chesapeake Bay, Maryland

Chesapeake Bay, Virginia

Delaware, Delaware

Elkhorn Slough, California

Guana Tolomato Matanzas, Florida

Grand Bay, Mississippi

Great Bay, New Hampshire

Hudson River, New York

Jacques Cousteau, New Jersey

Jobos Bay, Puerto Rico

Kachemak Bay, Alaska

Lake Superior, Wisconsin

Mission–Aransas, Texas

Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island

North Carolina, North Carolina

North Inlet/Winyah Bay, South Carolina

Old Woman Creek, Ohio

Padilla Bay, Washington

Rookery Bay, Florida

San Francisco Bay, California

Sapelo Island, Georgia

South Slough, Oregon

Tijuana River, California

Waquoit Bay, Massachusetts

Weeks Bay, Alabama

Wells, Maine

watermark
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Dr. Kristin Wilson is the Wells Reserve’s new research 

director, but she’s no stranger to the Wells Reserve. As a 

NERR System Graduate Research Fellow between 2008 and 

2010, she did research in the salt marshes of the Ogunquit 

River — and Michele Dionne was among her doctoral thesis 

advisors. Kristin says she’s “excited to return to Wells in a 

new capacity as research director.”

 Kristin earned her Ph.D. in ecology and environmental 

science, plus master’s degrees in marine biology and policy, 

from the University of Maine. She was an undergraduate at 

Middlebury College in Vermont and grew up on Cape Cod.

 Kristin comes to the reserve from the University of the Virgin Islands on St. Thomas, where 

she had been a Research Assistant Professor.

 With Kristin’s interests in education and research, she should fit right in at the Wells Reserve 

and the NERR System. Starting July 1, she can be reached at 207-646-1555 ext. 136 or kwilson@

wellsnerr.org. We’ll have more on Kristin in the fall edition of Watermark.

New Reserve Research Director Begins July 1

activeprojects
Sustaining Coastal Landscapes

With this NERRS Science Collaborative 

project, we aim to improve how communi-

ties protect streamside areas from pollution, 

flooding, and habitat loss. Our scientists are 

assessing ecological conditions at 24 sites on 

the Merriland River and Branch Brook in San-

ford and Wells, comparing intact streamside 

buffers to those impacted by human activi-

ties. Concurrently, our coastal training staff is 

investigating the economic importance of 

the waterways to communities and deter-

mining how citizens value their shorelands.

Sustaining the Saco Estuary

We continue our joint study of the Saco River’s 

ecology and health, while involving people 

who live along the river in planning its future. 

MPBN plans to feature this joint project with 

the University of New England and the Univer-

sity of Maine on television this fall.

Climate Adaptation Project

Wells and three other New England 

estuarine research reserves are using role-

play simulations to educate citizens about 

climate change threats and to help commu-

nities explore ways to reduce vulnerability 

and enhance resilience.

 This project, done in collaboration with 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

and the Consensus Building Institute, is 

helping us evaluate techniques for engag-

ing communities in public learning, risk 

management, and collaborative decision-

making around science-intensive public 

issues. Our first “climate game” took place in 

June, with more to follow over the summer. 

(To participate, call 646-1555 ext 157.)

research / coastal science

departures

Dr. Jennifer 
Dijkstra spent 
4 years as the 
George and 
Eleanor Ford 
Post-Doctoral 
Research Fellow and the past 
year as Research Scientist. She 
will become a habitat research 
specialist at the Center for Coastal 
and Ocean Mapping at the 
University of New Hampshire. 
Good luck, Jenn.

 J. Paige Rutherford completes her 
stint as Interpretive Education Asso-
ciate after nearly 4 years on the job. 
Paige and her fiancé Zack Steele 
(past Coastal Training Program 
associate) will move up the coast to 
set down roots. We wish them both 
all the best.

arrivals

 The new Interpretive Education 
Associate will be Kate Reichert, 
our 2011-2012 Charles C. and 
Rebecca S. Richardson Post-
Baccalaureate Education Fellow. 
Welcome back, Kate.

 We also welcome Timothy 
Dubay as research assistant, Ellen 
Gawarkiewicz as camp coordina-
tor, and several summer interns 
— Faye Harwell, David Hague, Mike 
Mahoney, Samantha Mills, Ben 
Sevey, Katherine Wares, and Lauren 
Ziemer. Meet them on the blog.

PAIGE, SUzANNE, AND KATE – MAY 2012

continued from page 2



thank you

Carol & Paul Abreu
Peter & Joyce Anthony
Nancy Armstrong & Bernard Mondor
Brian & Terri Astbury
Jessica & Tom Bell
Jim & Patti Berger
Susannah Bergmann
Gary Bonitotibus & Elijah Surrell
Jennifer Braddick
Sarah Briggs-Sherlock
Jason Douglas Brown
Margaret Burgess
Elizabeth Burns
John & Josephine Burton
Mike & Kathie Caron
Lynda & Craig Carscallen
Don Chaffee
Christine Chamberlain
Andria Clancy
Marc & Kathleen Cobb
William & Diane Comeau
Melissa Conner
Elizabeth Cote
Lucia Coyne
David & Mary Cram
Ray Culp
Virginia Derr
Vincent Doddrell
William & Synia Dolan
Jana Drury
Cynthia Dubea

Bonanza Steakhouse
National Environmental Education Foundation
Stephen & Tabitha King Foundation
Wells Beach Resort Campground

Happy Valentine’s Day to Laudholm Trust
Thank you, Beth Mokas, for your friendship
Merry Christmas to Carrie Blake & Deirdre 

Ann Wallace
Happy 90th Birthday to Doris Adams-

Nunnemacher
With love to Florence Summerhays
Happy Birthday to Jeffrey R. Sweet
Honoring the birth of Willa Pennypacker 

(with a tree)

J. Alden Cheever
Roger Cotting
Michele Dionne
Lois F. Eaton (with a tree)
Marian Larson
Edith Marcotte
Albert E. & Miriam F. Olson
Miriam Olson
Dr. Paul Sweet
Basil the Coon Cat

Anchor Fence Company
 for the new and expanded fence around 

the All-Seasons Garden
Kittery Trading Post 
	 for	the	kayak	to	be	raffled	at	Punkinfiddle
Virginia & Andy Laurits
 for transporting and transplanting a 

maple tree
Robert Christensen-Lang
 for foaming tires of the “mule”
Joyce & Denis Shea
 for a couch, loveseat, chair, and glass-top 

table
Valerie & Gerald Hoff
 for a bone carving given to recognize Pat 

Frost’s years of crafts festival dedication
Wells Beach Resort Campground
 for utility carts
Woltersdorf, Inc.
 for books for our library

Charles & Maureen Dupee
Mary Faron-French
Evan Ford
Elizabeth Gamage
Alison Gervais
Susan Goettlich
Sean Gorham and Family
Abby & Richard Green
Patricia Greene
Joe Grover
John Stevens Hall
Phyllis & Paul Hansen
Charlotte Hendee
Emily & Jordan Hennessey
Dale & Carol Hirschy
William Hohenberger
Jay & Lisa Hollis
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Houle
Marc, Deb, Ian & Ella Hovde
Deborah and Robert M. Hutchinson
Richard Jones
Kurt & Shirley Keller
Brenda Knapp
James S. Kunen
David Lachance
Susan	&	Mike	Landolfi
Monique & Clifford Libby
Allison & Mike Maurer
Bill & Maria McGarry
Lisa J. McMichael
Mike & Michele McMorrow

Welcome to Our New Members

Business MembersMemorial Gifts

Celebratory Gifts

In-kind Contributions

Gifts received October 2012 to June 25, 2013

Craig Merrow
David Meyers
Margaret Miller-Weeks
James E. Mills & Sandra L. Miller
Frank & Maureen Moreno
Walter Mulbry
Henry & Patricia Musser
Jake Newell
David Nyberg
Chris Piik
Gary & Cathleen Puffer
Martha & Brian Ratay
Chris & Samara Sarno
Gary & Peggy Schwass
Peter Shea & Suzan Smith
John Shea
Mark Siegmund
Pamela Sullivan
Mark Sullivan
Brian & Carrie Swienton
Karen Tannenholz
Dan Tehada
Carol Ann Terceira
Lindsey Thornton
Dean Twist
Veronique van Zandt & George Oberlander
Kim Vieira
Sandra Watson
Steven & Toni Wells
David Wetherby
Deborah & Scott Young

For a complete list of donors, go to 

wellsreserve.org/thankyou. 

To make a gift, please complete a donation form, 

visit wellsreserve.org/support, or call the Laudholm 

Trust office at 207-646-4521.



DRAFT Laudholm Trust Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2012

Assets 2012 2011 Liabilities 2012 2011
Cash $401,139 $626,471 Accounts payable $1,120 $5,233
Accounts receivable 3,905 136 Annuity obligations 15,052 23,694
Investments 3,201,655 2,905,273 Total Liabilities 16,172 28,927
Pledges 0 1,500
Inventory 4,307 5,584 Net Assets   
Charitable trusts 914,696 956,002 Unrestricted:  
Land & buildings 147,950 147,950   Designated as endowment 1,126,946 1,063,760
Furnishings & equipment, net 1,796 2,109   Undesignated 303,525 359,438
   Temporarily restricted 139,510 1,275,661
Total Assets $4,675,448 4,645,025 Permanently restricted 3,089,295 1,917,239
   Total Net Assets 4,659,276 4,616,098
   Total Liabilities & Net Assets $4,675,448 4,645,025

DRAFT Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2012

Assets 2012 2011 Liabilities 2012 2011
Cash $261,067 $243,808 Accounts payable $52,249 $44,024
Accounts receivable 0 1,636 Accrued salaries 21,931 15,134
Grants receivable 1,054,800 1,107,894 Accrued compensated absences 24,897 25,373
Property, plant & equip. 3,950,545 4,212,867 Deferred amounts 988,050 1,068,083
    Total Liabilities 1,087,127 1,152,614
Total Assets $5,266,412 $5,566,205    
   Fund Balances
   Unrestricted:
     Board-designated for Education 58,361 0
     Undesignated 170,379 200,724
   Net investment in plant 3,950,545 4,212,867
   Total Fund Balances 4,179,285 4,413,591
   Total Liabilities & Fund Balances $5,266,412 $5,566,205

Total Income from Revenues and Public Support
 Year Ended June 30, 2012:  $1,510,488

Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve

Total Income from Revenues and Public Support
 Year Ended June 30, 2012:   $604,548
 Year Ended June 30, 2011:  $1,328,281

Laudholm Trust
How Was It Used? 
 Total Expenses Year Ended June 30, 2012: $561,370
 Total Expenses Year Ended June 30, 2011: $648,497

How Was It Used?
 Total Expenses Year Ended June 30, 2012: $1,744,794

Contributions and Grants
  $203,006
Memberships
  $70,461
Interest and Dividends
  $76,104
Events and Other Income, net
  $125,994
Gains  on Investments
  $170,289
Gains (Losses) on Charitable Trusts
  $(41,306)

Contributions to Wells Reserve
  $271,112
Fundraising and Member Support
  $244,607
Other Expenses
  $45,651

Laudholm Trust Grants
  $236,312
Laudholm Trust Indirect Support
  $39,596
Federal Grants
  $1,068,263
Contributions, Interest, and
 Other Income
  $18,733
Charges for Services
  $86,408
Other Grants
  $61,176

Supporting Services
  $439,287 
Depreciation
  $304,397
Stewardship Programs
  $89,320 
Grants to Others
  $284,141
Education Programs
  $283,343
Research Programs
  $344,306

Financial reports for fiscal year 2012 and 
earlier are available online.

Individual $25
Family $40
Business/Organization $50

Name

Address

Phone       Amount

E-mail (for news and program information)

$

Yes, we support the Wells Reserve at Laudholm. 

Laudholm Trust member benefits:
Free admission•	  all year (except some 
special events)
Discounts•	  on event admission and 
education program fees
Watermark•	  newsletter, and other 
special mailings. 
Knowing you help •	 make it possible!

comingsoon
With funding from the Maine Community Foundation’s Kay E. Dopp Fund, we will 

host a September workshop to help local officials design climate adaptation plans. 

A grant from the Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation will allow us to provide 

story hour programs for more than 100 preschool children from local Head Start 

centers. And Phase 3 of the Yankee Woodlot management plan — the “education” 

phase — can proceed with Maine Forest Service Project Canopy grant funds. We 

will produce new interpretive signage and a trail brochure while offering additional 

public tours and programs.

To charge to a credit card, please call Karen at 207-646-4521 ext 140 or join online at wellsreserve.org/support

Please check here if your company has 
a matching gift program.Please mail this form and your payment to: 

Laudholm Trust, 342 Laudholm Farm Rd, Wells ME  04090

leaveyourmark
Honor someone special or memorialize a loved one through a donation to Laudholm Trust. By making such a gift, 
you help ensure the continued preservation of our historic site and growth of Wells Reserve programs in research, 
education, and stewardship. While we welcome and respect every celebratory gift or donation in memoriam, these 
select naming opportunities enhance recognition of your generosity:

❖ Plant a Tree for Beauty & Wildlife Habitat… $250–$1,000
❖ Wooden Adirondack Chair with Plaque… $2,000
❖ Wooden Picnic Table with Plaque… $3,000
❖ Wooden Bench with Plaque… $5,000
❖ Hiking Trail… $25,000

Call Nik Charov at 207-646-4521 ext 144 to get started.

My tree is planted.Your turn!
  ♥ Willa

11summer 2013  volume 30 issue 1

Become a new member this year and get free tickets to the kayak raffle! 
(3 tickets for a new individual membership, 7 tickets for a new family membership)

Evergreens planted along the entry 
drive are now available for “adoption.”



Big Dates Here This Summer…
 July 1 happy (fiscal) new year

Thanks to steady support from our growing membership — plus careful planning and judicious 
changes to our routine — fiscal year 2013 ended positively for Laudholm Trust and the Wells 
Reserve. Help us kick off FY’14 by returning an early donation to our Annual Fund.

 July 17 venticordi chamber music
Enjoy classical music in the Laudholm barn with a program featuring Kathleen McNerney on oboe and 
Dean Stein on violin, along with guest artists on bassoon, viola, and cello. Planned for the performance 
are works by Gian Francesco Malipiero, André Jolivet, Terry Riley, Ludwig van Beethoven, and François 
Devienne. Tickets at wellsreserve.org/venticordi or at the show. Door opens 6:30pm; show at 7pm.

 August 11 daponte string quartet
Chamber music in the barn continues with the DaPonte String Quartet — “Dino” Liva, Lydia 
Forbes, Myles Jordan, Kirsten Monke — and guest soprano Karol Bennett. DSQ’s special 
“Sunrise–Sunset” program will include pieces by Haydn, Bach, Respighi, and Verdi. Let this 
renowned group delight your ear. Tickets available at wellsreserve.org/daponte or at the door. 
The performance begins at 7pm.

 August 27 you, your food, and the survival of the planet
Enjoy an all-star lineup at our next Climate Stewards Lecture. Maine Congresswoman Chellie 
Pingree, Laudholm founder Mort Mather (past president of Maine Organic Farmers and 
Gardeners Association), and Maine Farmland Trust executive director John Piotti will address 
connections between our food choices and climate change.

 Sept 7&8 26th annual laudholm nature crafts festival
It might be our biggest and best show ever! More than 100 master artisans and 10 specialty 
vendors displaying — as always, on the weekend after Labor Day — for thousands of discerning 
browsers. Music and food round out the 2-day festival. Info at wellsreserve.org/crafts.

 Sept 17 keeping the blue skies green
Many energy-saving, organic-eating, food-composting environmentalists love to travel for fun or 
must travel for work. Unfortunately, reducing emissions from travel is a challenge. In this Climate 
Stewards Lecture, former Laudholm trustee Amy Hattan brings lessons learned while “greening” 
operations for an international engineering firm, Thornton Tomasetti, and educating and engaging 
its more than 700 employees across 26 offices. 

 Sept 28 11th annual punkinfiddle festival &  
  national estuaries day celebration

Our very own early autumn tradition continues with a family festival and estuary celebration 
that can’t be pigeon-holed. Once again, we’ll have old-time games for the kids, fascinating 
demos for the ever curious, toe-tapping tunes for the fans, and fun for all. If that’s not enough, 
sheep herding is coming back! Now… will the Pumpking and Pumpqueen return for another 
Pumpkin Parade?

All these and dozens more at
  wellsreserve.org/calendar or 207-646-1555


